
Acciona Wind Energy Canada plans to re-market 
the homes it purchased near Ripley, says 
community relations manager Paul Austin. 

He was responding to an article in the Kincardine 
Times last week, stating that the Huron-Kinloss 
Against Lakeside Turbines (HALT) group had 
discovered the sale of four of the five homes 
owned by people who had been fighting Acciona 
and Suncor (co-owners of the Ripley Wind Power 
Project). The residents said they could no longer 
live in their homes because of health concerns 
due to the wind turbines. 

The article quoted HALT president Mac Serra as 
asking why, if there are no health concerns, is the 
wind company purchasing the homes of the 
victims?

Serra also noted the purchase was by 2270573 
Ontario Inc. One director of this company, listed 
on the transfer, is Alejandro Salvador Armendariz, 
manager of Acciona Solar Energy LLC, and the 
other is Christina Ellerbeck, manager, marketing 
and business development, renewable energy, 
Suncor Energy Services Inc. 

Austin says there is nothing unusual about 
Acciona and Suncor operating as a "numbered" 
company to complete the transaction. "That's 
normal practice," he says. "There is nothing 
secret about this. It happened six weeks ago and 
we called all the key stakeholders (including local 
councils) to let them know." 

In fact, he said the decision to purchase the 
homes stemmed from feedback the company 
received from the community. 

"We have done extensive studies and tests," says 
Austin. "We've had independent experts in, and 
officials from the Ontario Ministry of the 
Environment and the Grey Bruce Health Unit. 
There is no link between wind farms and these 
health concerns." 

After discussions with leadership people, 
community members and landowners, the 
company decided the only way to resolve the 
dispute with the neighbours was to purchase and 
re-market their homes. 

"This is an example of the company standing up 

to be a good corporate citizen," says Austin. "It's a 
way to show leadership. Even though there is no 
link between the wind farms and health problems, 
the residents were persistent with their concerns 
and they weren't going away." 

The company plans to sell the houses at market 
value. "It's the best resolution we could think of, 
given the discussions over the past two years," 
says Austin.

He says the company has had an independent real estate 
appraiser in to evaluate the properties and will now work 
with local realtors to sell them. "We've already had 
expressions of interest." 

Austin says the entire problem centres on people's 
inability to deal with change. 

"If you've lived somewhere for years and then somebody 
comes along and builds a structure beside your home so 
you can't see your favourite apple tree, you get upset," 
says Austin. "But the next person coming in to buy your 
home, doesn't care about that view. He's more concerned 
about the house and the property. 

"It's the same with wind turbines. We have a high level of 
confidence that we can sell these houses." 

And once sold, that would address one more concern, 
regarding property values, says Austin. "We see that as a 
positive." 
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